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���� Silvia Benedito taught for almost 15 
years in the Department of Landscape Architecture 
at the Harvard Graduate School of Design. Here, 
she led research seminars and design studios 
centered on the role of climate-oriented design 
strategies in ameliorating thermal loads on urban 
and rural environments. Benedito is a registered 
urban designer, architect, and landscape architect 
in Germany, USA and Portugal. Benedito was 
a guest Professor at the Technische Universität 
München, at the Technische Universität Graz, and, 
more recently, a guest professor on the inaugural 
post-professional degree in Urbanism and Ecology 
at the University of Algarve, Portugal. She was the 
co-founder of OFICINAA, recognized in various 
international competitions, and currently she is 
the head of the Climate and Biodiversity design 
group at UNIOLA GmbH Munich. Benedito is 
the co-editor of the awarded book Thermodynamic 
Interactions: An Exploration into Physiological, Material, 
and Territorial Atmospheres (ACTAR, 2016), the 
co-author of Landscape Tunings: An Urban Park at the 
Danube (ACTAR, 2017). Her last book Atmosphere 
Anatomies: On Design, Weather, and Sensation, with 
photographs by Iwan Baan (Lars Müller, 2022), has 
received the inaugural Book Prize for Architectural 
innovation and Sustainability by the Portuguese 
League of Architects and the Minister for the 
Environment and Climate Action (MAAC). 
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Eduardo Prieto is an architect who also pursued 
studies (MPhil) in Philosophy, including a 
Master in Advances Studies in Aesthetics and 
Art Theory. Extraordinary Doctorate Award 
(‘Premio Extraordinario de Doctorado’), 
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid (UPM). 
His research, focusing on the relationship 
between architecture, thought, technique and 
the environment, has given rise to books such as 
Historia medioambiental de la arquitectura (2019, 
2022) —the fi rst of its kind—,  Los laberintos del 
aire  (2023) —a study of architecture and the 
environment in the Renaissance—, La vida de la 
materia  (2018) —an exploration of hylozoism in 
art and architecture—, La ley del reloj: arquitectura, 
máquinas y cultura moderna (2016) —a history 
of the machine metaphor since the origins of 
modernity— and La arquitectura de la ciudad global: 
redes, no-lugares, naturaleza (2011) —a critical 
inquiry of globalization—. Prieto is Full Professor 
of Architectural History at the Escuela Técnica 
Superior de Arquitectura de Madrid (ETSAM, 
UPM) and has been a Visiting Scholar at Harvard 
University Graduate School of Design (GSD). 
His last book, tittled Historia de la Historia de la 
Arquitectura, has been published by Ediciones 
Asimétricas (2024). He combines his teaching and 
research work with his role as critic in publications 
such as Arquitectura Viva, El Mundo and Revista de 
Libros.

Ana Amado is a photographer, architect and visual 
artist. Her work is focused on the analysis of the role 
of photography as a creator of icons and identities 
and on architecture as a contextual framework for 
projects with social content. Her work has been 
distinguished in competitions or institutional 
commissions such as Misión Región (Community 
of Madrid), XII Pilar Citoler Award, Enaire 
Foundation Photography Award 2023 and 24, 
Documenta Madrid, the Sony World Photography 
Awards 2018, IWPA award, and has been exhibited 
nationally and internationally at the Venice 
Biennale, the Spanish Embassy in Washington, the 
Cervantes Institute in Chicago, the Copenhagen 
Photo Festival, PhotoLondon, SIFEST Savignano 
PhotoFestival, Bfoto, XIV Spanish Biennial of 
Architecture and Urbanism, PhotoEspaña, The 
Royal Academy of Arts in London, ICO Museum, 
COAM or La Casa de la Arquitectura, among 
others. Currently, she combines her work as a 
freelancer specializing in architectural photography 
with curating and teaching photography at art 
schools, Hamilton College and universities such as 
Alcalá de Henares, Málaga, the Rey Juan Carlos 
University (URJC) and Escuela Técnica Superior de 
Arquitectura (ETSAM), both in Madrid, and Tokai 
University in Tokyo.
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Iñaki Ábalos Rafael B. DuránManuel Almestar Salmaan Craig

Javier De Andrés Jeannette KuoSara Kamalvand Nieves Mestre

Iñaki Ábalos is an architect and Chaired Professor 
of Architectural Design at the ETSAM (Escuela 
Técnica Superior de Arquitectura, Universidad 
Politécnica de Madrid). Founder and Principal 
of Ábalos+Sentkiewicz AS+ since 2006 and of 
Ábalos&Herreros (from 1984 to 2006). From 2013 
to 2016, Ábalos served as Chair of the Department 
of Architecture at the Graduate School of Design, 
Harvard University. He has also taught, amongst 
others, at Columbia University, Architectural 
Association, Princeton or Cornell. His projects 
have been widely published in magazines and 
monographs of which the last ones have been 
Essays on Thermodynamics, Architecture and Beauty 
(Actar, 2015) and New Primitivism (Arquine, 
2021). His last book, titled Absolute Beginners, has 
been published by Park Books (2022).

Javier De Andrés De Vicente holds a a PhD in 
Architecture with honours from the Escuela 
Técnica Superior de Arquitectura (Universidad 
Politécnica de Madrid, UPM). Co-founding 
partner of AYLLÓN. PARADELA. DE ANDRÉS 
Arquitectos, adjunct professor of architestural 
design at the ETSAM (Departamento de 
Proyectos Arquitectónicos) and member of the 
Collective Housing Research Group (‘Grupo de 
Investigación en vivienda colectiva’, GIVCO). 
His work has deserved the recognition of several 
awards, both for built work —COAM Award 
(2017, 2020), MATCOAM Award (2022), 
Finalist BigMat Awards (2023), Finalist XV 
BEAU (2021), Selected FAD Awards (2020) and 
Arquia Próxima (2020), amongst others— and 
in public competitions (eight fi rst prizes). He has 
been awarded with the X Fundación Arquia and 
RABASF Research Grant in New York (2024). 
XVI BEAU Award (2023) and honorable mention 
in the COAM Award (2022). His work has been 
published in various national and international 
media.

Rafael B. Duran is a Spanish architect whose 
architectural works on theory and practice 
span environmental issues in the context of the 
contemporary planetary crisis. In 2010, with 
Ophelia Mantz, B. Duran co-founded Z4A to 
land the material practice of Z4Z4 in ecological 
contexts of speculative research. B. Duran taught 
at US, UK, and European architecture schools 
before being appointed Director of Undergraduate 
Architecture Studies at the Hines College of 
Architecture and Design at the University of 
Houston. His works on architectural theory and 
practice have been widely published, awarded, and 
exhibited and are part of the permanent collection 
of the Museum of Fine Arts in Houston.

Jeannette Kuo is a founding partner of Karamuk Kuo 
Architects based in Zurich and Professor of Architecture 
and Construction at TU Munich. Her research and 
work focus on integrated design, looking at structures, 
climate, and culture in the holistic design of buildings. 
Bachelor of Arts in Architecture from U.C. Berkeley, 
Master of Architecture from Harvard University 
(GSD), and Master of Advanced Studies from the 
Eidgenössische Technische Hochschule in Zurich (ETH 
Zurich). Recipient of the competitive Maybeck Teaching 
Fellowship at UC Berkeley (2006). Visiting Professor at 
the Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne (EPFL, 
2011-2014). Assistant Professor in Practice at Harvard 
(GSD, 2016-2021). The work of Karamuk Kuo has 
been published in numerous international journals. In 
2018 they were featured in a monograph by El Croquis 
(Issue 196). Built projects include the International 
Sports Sciences Institute at the University of Lausanne, 
the Weiden Secondary School, and the Augusta Raurica 
Archaeological Center in Baselland.

Manuel Alméstar is a PhD candidate (2021-2025) 
at the Escuela Técnica Superior de Arquitectura 
(ETSAM), Universidad Politécnica de Madrid 
(UPM). Project Coordinator for European 
initiatives at the Innovation and Technology Center 
for Human Development (‘Centro de Innovación y 
Tecnología para el Desarrollo Humano’) at UPM 
(itdUPM). He holds a degree in Architecture and 
Urban Planning from the Universidad Nacional 
de Ingeniería de Perú (UNI, 2010), a diploma 
in Project Management from the Universidad 
ESAN in Perú (2013) and Master in Strategies 
and Technologies for Development (‘Máster en 
Estrategias y Tecnologías para el Desarrollo’) from 
Universidad Complutense de Madrid (UCM) and 
UPM (2018). He coordinates European projects 
focused on Climate Change through Systemic 
Change, Urban Experimentation, co-creation, 
and the Arts. Co-author of the book The Wild City: 
Collaborative Practises in Urban Renaturing (UPM, 
2024) and several papers, such as: “Schools as levers 
of change in urban transformation” (Sustainable 
Cities and Society vol. 87, 2023).

Sara Kamalvand is an artist and architect based 
in Paris. Since 2012 she has an on-going research 
project called HydroCity, focused on the qanat 
network. Her fi rst book, The Invisible Monument, on 
the city of Tehran was published in 2020 (Dalpine). 
She is currently working on the qanats of Madrid 
in the context of an artistic PHD at the Casa de 
Velazquez, the Académie de France in Madrid. Her 
drawings and installations were presented at the 
Los Viajes del Agua exhibition at the Casa Arabe in 
Madrid from February 29th to May 25th, 2024, 
under the curatorial assistance of Claude Bussac, 
the artistic director of the Casa de Velazquez.  

Salmaan Craig, Eng.D. (Doctorate in 
environmental technology), is a building scientist, 
architectural educator, and Associate Professor 
at UCLA Architecture and Urban Design. 
He was previously an Assistant Professor then 
Associate Professor at McGill University School 
of Architecture and, before that, a Lecturer at 
the Harvard Graduate School of Design. He 
also spent several years in practice, fi rst as a 
façade engineer at Buro Happold and then in the 
Specialist Modelling Group at Foster + Partners. 
Craig’s research program develops new concepts 
for solar architecture with biogenic materials. He 
asks how to compose and shape these materials as 
part of natural thermal and ventilation cycles, so 
they can one day replace mechanical systems for 
air-conditioning. His architectural interest in these 
cycles is as a catalyst for building form, spatial 
seduction, and new patterns for living and working. 

Nieves Mestre holds a PhD in Architecture from 
Universidad Europea de Madrid (UEM, 2014). 
Architect (Universidad Politécnica de Madrid, UPM, 
2001). Her research focuses on a strategic revision of 
architectural projects through an ecological agenda. 
Since 2024, she teaches at the Escuela Técnica 
Superior de Arquitectura de Madrid (ETSAM, 
UPM); lecturing abroad at Syracuse University, 
Budapest University of Technology, TU Munich, 
Nottingham University, TU Delft, the Architectural 
Association, IUAV Venezia, Aalto University, and 
Sapienza Università di Roma. Appointed as an expert 
by the Research Executive Agency, she has led several 
competitive European projects on urban ecology. 
She shares her professional practice with Eduardo 
Roig at COMBOlab. Their work has been awarded 
both national and international competitions such 
as Europan 8, and a nomination for the EU Prize 
Mies Award (2011). Recently selected to build the 
new headquarters for EMUASA (Murcia) and social 
housing units in Riberas de Loiola (San Sebastián). 
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���� Silvia Benedito taught for almost 15 
years in the Department of Landscape Architecture 
at the Harvard Graduate School of Design. Here, 
she led research seminars and design studios 
centered on the role of climate-oriented design 
strategies in ameliorating thermal loads on urban 
and rural environments. Benedito is a registered 
urban designer, architect, and landscape architect 
in Germany, USA and Portugal. Benedito was 
a guest Professor at the Technische Universität 
München, at the Technische Universität Graz, and, 
more recently, a guest professor on the inaugural 
post-professional degree in Urbanism and Ecology 
at the University of Algarve, Portugal. She was the 
co-founder of OFICINAA, recognized in various 
international competitions, and currently she is 
the head of the Climate and Biodiversity design 
group at UNIOLA GmbH Munich. Benedito is 
the co-editor of the awarded book Thermodynamic 
Interactions: An Exploration into Physiological, Material, 
and Territorial Atmospheres (ACTAR, 2016), the 
co-author of Landscape Tunings: An Urban Park at the 
Danube (ACTAR, 2017). Her last book Atmosphere 
Anatomies: On Design, Weather, and Sensation, with 
photographs by Iwan Baan (Lars Müller, 2022), has 
received the inaugural Book Prize for Architectural 
innovation and Sustainability by the Portuguese 
League of Architects and the Minister for the 
Environment and Climate Action (MAAC). 
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Eduardo Prieto is an architect who also pursued 
studies (MPhil) in Philosophy, including a 
Master in Advances Studies in Aesthetics and 
Art Theory. Extraordinary Doctorate Award 
(‘Premio Extraordinario de Doctorado’), 
Universidad Politécnica de Madrid (UPM). 
His research, focusing on the relationship 
between architecture, thought, technique and 
the environment, has given rise to books such as 
Historia medioambiental de la arquitectura (2019, 
2022) —the fi rst of its kind—,  Los laberintos del 
aire  (2023) —a study of architecture and the 
environment in the Renaissance—, La vida de la 
materia  (2018) —an exploration of hylozoism in 
art and architecture—, La ley del reloj: arquitectura, 
máquinas y cultura moderna (2016) —a history 
of the machine metaphor since the origins of 
modernity— and La arquitectura de la ciudad global: 
redes, no-lugares, naturaleza (2011) —a critical 
inquiry of globalization—. Prieto is Full Professor 
of Architectural History at the Escuela Técnica 
Superior de Arquitectura de Madrid (ETSAM, 
UPM) and has been a Visiting Scholar at Harvard 
University Graduate School of Design (GSD). 
His last book, tittled Historia de la Historia de la 
Arquitectura, has been published by Ediciones 
Asimétricas (2024). He combines his teaching and 
research work with his role as critic in publications 
such as Arquitectura Viva, El Mundo and Revista de 
Libros.

Ana Amado is a photographer, architect and visual 
artist. Her work is focused on the analysis of the role 
of photography as a creator of icons and identities 
and on architecture as a contextual framework for 
projects with social content. Her work has been 
distinguished in competitions or institutional 
commissions such as Misión Región (Community 
of Madrid), XII Pilar Citoler Award, Enaire 
Foundation Photography Award 2023 and 24, 
Documenta Madrid, the Sony World Photography 
Awards 2018, IWPA award, and has been exhibited 
nationally and internationally at the Venice 
Biennale, the Spanish Embassy in Washington, the 
Cervantes Institute in Chicago, the Copenhagen 
Photo Festival, PhotoLondon, SIFEST Savignano 
PhotoFestival, Bfoto, XIV Spanish Biennial of 
Architecture and Urbanism, PhotoEspaña, The 
Royal Academy of Arts in London, ICO Museum, 
COAM or La Casa de la Arquitectura, among 
others. Currently, she combines her work as a 
freelancer specializing in architectural photography 
with curating and teaching photography at art 
schools, Hamilton College and universities such as 
Alcalá de Henares, Málaga, the Rey Juan Carlos 
University (URJC) and Escuela Técnica Superior de 
Arquitectura (ETSAM), both in Madrid, and Tokai 
University in Tokyo.
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